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admirer and friend, and that it is gratefully remembered
to this day by people of all classes in Ahmadabad.

With this forbearance towards the foibles of others
Ranchhodlal combined a capacity for close and regular
supervision of the work of his subordinates. This was
particularly noticeable in his household affairs, which, as
he was wont to remark, are apt to become disorganised,
even where a hundred servants are employed, if the master
of the house is lacking in vigilance. These views were
responsible for his rising at an unusually early hour, when
guests were staying in the house, in order to see that his
servants were up betimes and ministering to the visitors'
requirements; they were likewise responsible when there
was illness in the home, for liis close personal superintendence
of the sick chamber. Once the doctor had been called in
and had given his orders, it was Ranchhodlal himself who
saw that the treatment was duly carried out. Yet he was
not a hard master, and was naturally disposed to make
allowances for the errors and failings of those beneath him
rather than to magnify and punish them harshly. Con-
sequently there were few who were not pro ad to serve him
and who did not consider themselves well repaid if they
earned his confidence and commendation.

Ranchhodlars equanimity of temper has already been
remarked, and this virtue coupled with a surprisingly
retentive memory and a natural ability to grasp the salient
features of a problem, enabled him on more than one
occasion to render great assistance both to Government
and the public. Thus at the time when serious Hindu-
Mahommedan riots had broken out in Bombay and sectarian
feeling was running high in various centres of the Presidency,
Ranchhodlal contrived by conciliatory measures and
address to avert a rupture between the Hindu and Moslem
populations of Ahmadabad. Again, during the early years
of the disastrous plague epidemics, when the people of
Bombay, Poona, Surat and other places were suffering
much from regulations designed in all honesty to combat